Texas is the second-largest U.S. state by both area and
population, and the largest state in the contiguous United States.
The name, meaning "friends" or "allies" in Caddo, was applied by
the Spanish to the Caddo themselves and to the region of their
settlement in East Texas. Located in the South Central United
States, Texas 1s bordered by Mexico to the south, New Mexico to
the west, Oklahoma to the north, Arkansas to the northeast, and
Louisiana to the east. Texas has an area of 268,820 square miles

(696,200 km?), and a growing population of 24.7 million
residents.

Houston 1is the largest city in Texas and the fourth-largest in the
United States, while San Antonio is the second largest in the state
and seventh largest in the United States. Dallas—Fort Worth and
Greater Houston are the fourth and sixth largest United States
metropolitan areas, respectively. Other major cities include EI
Paso and Austin—the state capital. Texas is nicknamed the Lone
Star State to signify Texas as an independent republic and as a
reminder of the state's struggle for independence from Mexico.
The "Lone Star" can be found on the Texas State Flag and on the
Texas State Seal today.

Due to its size and geologic features such as the Balcones Fault,
Texas contains diverse landscapes that resemble both the
American South and Southwest. Although Texas is popularly
associated with the Southwestern deserts, less than 10% of the
land area is desert. Most of the population centers are located in
areas of former prairies, grasslands, forests, and the coastline.
Traveling from east to west, one can observe terrain that ranges
from coastal swamps and piney woods, to rolling plains and
rugged hills, and finally the desert and mountains of the Big Bend.

The term "six flags over Texas" came from the several nations that
had ruled over the territory. Spain was the first European country
to claim the area of Texas. France held a short-lived colony in
Texas. Mexico controlled the territory until 1836 when Texas won
its independence, becoming an independent Republic. In 1845 it
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joined the United States as the 28th state. The state's annexation
set off a chain of events that caused the Mexican—American War
in 1846. A slave state, Texas declared its secession from the
United States in early 1861, joining the Confederate States of
America during the American Civil War. After the war and its
restoration to the Union, Texas entered a long period of economic
stagnation.

One Texas industry that thrived after the Civil War was cattle. Due
to its long history as a center of the industry, Texas is associated
with the image of the cowboy. The state's economic fortunes
changed in the early 1900s, when oil discoveries initiated an
economic boom in the state. With strong investments in
universities, Texas developed a diversified economy and high tech
industry in the mid twentieth century. Today it has more Fortune
500 companies than any other U.S. state. With a growing base of
industry, the state leads in many industries, including agriculture,
petrochemicals, energy, computers and electronics, aerospace, and
biomedical sciences. It leads the nation in export revenue since
2002 and has the second-highest gross state product. Texas' GDP
per capita (nominally) is ranked 23rd in the nation, which is below
the national average.

texis iz A sekind LAjist yu . es . staet bl bOT erea and
popyulaeshin , and fiA LAjist staet in A kontigyuis
yunltid staeos . A naeEm , meneg "frenos" a "allz" in
kAdo , woz Aplld bl ©iA sbanish tu A kadd tlemsalvz
and tu 1A rejin ov len set @wlmint in est texis. Lokaetid
in A saoTl senchr®l yunltid staeos, texis iz badad bl
mexikd tu fiA saoTl, nyu mexikd tu A west ,
OokLAhOMA tu A naT, Akanziz tu 1A naTest, and
luezeanA tu A est. texis haz an erea ov 268 , 820
skweA mlilz (696 , 200 km2) , and ae groweg
popyulaestin ov 24 . 7 milyin rezAdinos.
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hustin iz fiA LAjist site in texis and TA faT LAjist in ©iA
yunltid staeos , wlil san antoneA iz fiA sekind LAjist in
T staet and sevinTl LAjist in TA yunltid staeos .
dalis—- fat wuT and graet A hustin A A faT and sixth
LAjist yunltid staeos mechrApolAtin ereiz, rispektivle .
ATA magja sitez inklud al pAsO and ostin TiA staet
kapAt @l. texis iz niknaemd hA LOn sdA staet tu
signAfl texis az an indApendint repablik and az ae
rimIndA ov TiA staeos sjragml fa indApendins from
mexiko . IA "Lon sdA" kan be faond on A texis staet
flag and on hA texis staet seil tudae .

ju tu ios slz and jedlojik fechiz sach az ©iA balkonz

folt , texis kAntaenz dAavus landskaeps hat razembal
boT A AmerAkin saoTl and saoTlwest . alho texis iz
pOpYULALE AsOsheaetid wiTl A saoTlwestin dezios , les
fan 10% ov 1A land erea iz dezit . most ov fiA
popyulaeshin sentiz A Lokaetid in ereiz ov fama

prerez , graslinos , forisos , and hA kdstlIn . chravleg
from est tu west , wan kan obzuv tArcaen hat raenjiz
from kost @l swomps and pAen waos , tu rowleg
plaenz and rugged hilz , and fInAle hA dezit and
maontinz ov hA big bend .

TA tum "six flagz Ova texis" kaem from A sevral
naeshinz hat had rald 6vA TiIA terAtare . sbaEn woz
T fust yurApein kanchre tu klaem A erea ov texis .
frAns hald ae shat livd kolAne in texis . mexiko
kinchrowld TiA terAtare Antil 1836 wen texis wAn ios



indApendins , bekAmeg an indApendint repaAblik . in 1845
it jaend hA yunlItid staeos az ©iA 28th staet . ©iA
staeos Anexaeshin set of ae chaen ov Avenos hat kazd
A mexakin—-AmerAkin wa in 1846 . aE slaev staet ,
texis dakleid ios sAkseshin from A yunltid staeos in
ule 1861 , jaeneg hA konfedarit staeos ov AmerAika
jureg A AmeraAkin siviol wa . AftA A wa and ios
rest Araeshin tu A yunyin , texis entid ae Log pereid ov
ekAnomik stagnaeshin. wan texis indasjre iat Tiraevd
AftA tiA sivdl wa woz katal . ju tu ios Log histaE az
aE sent A ov TA indAsjre , texis iz AsOsheaetid wiTl hA
imij ov A kaobae . A staeos ekAnomik fachunz
chaenjd in hA ule 1900s , wen aeil diskavArez inisheaetid
an ekAnomik bum in A staet . will sjrog investminos
in yunAvusatez, texis diavalipt ae divursavid aAkonAme
and hI tek indAsjre in A mid twenteiTl senchre . tudae
it haz ma fachun 500 kanmpnez han ene ATIA yues
staet. will ae groweg baes ov indAsjre , A staet Leos in
mene indAsjrez , inkludeg agrakolcha , pechrokemak®lz
, enAje , kompyutiz and alikchironiks , erdspaes , and
bIomedakl slinsiz . it leas A naeshin in expat
revinyu sins 2002 and haz tiA sekind hlist gros staet
prodakt . texis jedepe pu kapit A (nomAnmLe) iz ragkt
23ud in A naeshin , wich iz bAlG A nashnl avrij .



