
Texas  is the second-largest U.S. state by both area and 
population, and the largest state in the contiguous United States. 
The name, meaning "friends" or "allies" in Caddo, was applied by 
the Spanish to the Caddo themselves and to the region of their 
settlement in East Texas. Located in the South Central United 
States, Texas is bordered by Mexico to the south, New Mexico to 
the west, Oklahoma to the north, Arkansas to the northeast, and 
Louisiana to the east. Texas has an area of 268,820 square miles 
(696,200 km2), and a growing population of 24.7 million 
residents.
Houston is the largest city in Texas and the fourth-largest in the 
United States, while San Antonio is the second largest in the state 
and seventh largest in the United States. Dallas–Fort Worth and 
Greater Houston are the fourth and sixth largest United States 
metropolitan areas, respectively. Other major cities include El 
Paso and Austin—the state capital. Texas is nicknamed the Lone 
Star State to signify Texas as an independent republic and as a 
reminder of the state's struggle for independence from Mexico. 
The "Lone Star" can be found on the Texas State Flag and on the 
Texas State Seal today.
Due to its size and geologic features such as the Balcones Fault, 
Texas contains diverse landscapes that resemble both the 
American South and Southwest. Although Texas is popularly 
associated with the Southwestern deserts, less than 10% of the 
land area is desert. Most of the population centers are located in 
areas of former prairies, grasslands, forests, and the coastline. 
Traveling from east to west, one can observe terrain that ranges 
from coastal swamps and piney woods, to rolling plains and 
rugged hills, and finally the desert and mountains of the Big Bend.
The term "six flags over Texas" came from the several nations that 
had ruled over the territory. Spain was the first European country 
to claim the area of Texas. France held a short-lived colony in 
Texas. Mexico controlled the territory until 1836 when Texas won 
its independence, becoming an independent Republic. In 1845 it 
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joined the United States as the 28th state. The state's annexation 
set off a chain of events that caused the Mexican–American War 
in 1846. A slave state, Texas declared its secession from the 
United States in early 1861, joining the Confederate States of 
America during the American Civil War. After the war and its 
restoration to the Union, Texas entered a long period of economic 
stagnation.
One Texas industry that thrived after the Civil War was cattle. Due 
to its long history as a center of the industry, Texas is associated 
with the image of the cowboy. The state's economic fortunes 
changed in the early 1900s, when oil discoveries initiated an 
economic boom in the state. With strong investments in 
universities, Texas developed a diversified economy and high tech 
industry in the mid twentieth century. Today it has more Fortune 
500 companies than any other U.S. state. With a growing base of 
industry, the state leads in many industries, including agriculture, 
petrochemicals, energy, computers and electronics, aerospace, and 
biomedical sciences. It leads the nation in export revenue since 
2002 and has the second-highest gross state product. Texas' GDP 
per capita (nominally) is ranked 23rd in the nation, which is below 
the national average.

texis iz TQ sekind lAjist B . es . stZt bI bKH erD and 
popBlZSin , and TQ lAjist stZt in TQ kontigBis 
BnItid stZYs . TQ nZm , mEnEN "frenYs" L "alIz" in 
kQdK , woz GplId bI TQ sbaniS tu TQ kQdK Temsalvz 
and tu TQ rEjin ov TW setFlmint in Est texis. lKkZtid 
in TQ sXH senCrFl BnItid stZYs, texis iz bLdQd bI 
mexikK tu TQ sXH, nB mexikK tu TQ west , 
KklGhKmQ tu TQ nLH, Akanziz tu TQ nLHEst, and 
luEzEanQ tu TQ Est. texis haz an erD ov 268 , 820 
skweQ mIilz (696 , 200 km2) , and Z grKwEN 
popBlZSin ov 24 . 7 milyin rezGdinYs. 
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hustin iz TQ lAjist sitE in texis and TQ fLH lAjist in TQ 
BnItid stZYs , wIil san antKnEQ iz TQ sekind lAjist in 
TQ stZt and sevinH lAjist in TQ BnItid stZYs . 
dalis-fLt wUH and grZtQ hustin A TQ fLH and sixth 
lAjist BnItid stZYs meCrGpolGtin erEiz, rispektivlE . 
QTQ mZjQ sitEz inklud al pQsK and ostin TQ stZt 
kapQtOl. texis iz niknZmd TQ lKn sdA stZt tu 
signGfI texis az an indGpendint rEpQblik and az Z 
rimIndQ ov TQ staEYs sjrQgOl fL indGpendins from 
mexikK . TQ "lKn sdA" kan bE fXnd on TQ texis stZt 
flag and on TQ texis stZt sRl tudZ . 

ju tu iYs sIz and jEKlojik fECiz sQC az TQ balkKnz 
folt , texis kGntZnz dGvUs landskZps Tat rGzembFl 
bKH TQ GmerGkin sXH and sXHwest . LlTK texis iz 
popBlQlE GsKSEZtid wiH TQ sXHwestin deziYs , les 
Tan 10% ov TQ land erD iz dezit . mKst ov TQ 
popBlZSin sentiz A lKkZtid in erEiz ov fLmQ 
prerEz , graslinYs , forisYs , and TQ kKstlIn . CravlEN 
from Est tu west , wQn kan obzUv tGrZn Tat rZnjiz 
from kKstFl swomps and pQEn wOYs , tu rowlEN 
plZnz and rugged hilz , and fInGlE TQ dezit and 
mXntinz ov TQ big bend . 

TQ tUm "six flagz KvQ texis" kZm from TQ sevrFl 
nZSinz Tat had rOld KvQ TQ terGtLrE . sbZn woz 
TQ fUst BrGpEin kQnCrE tu klZm TQ erD ov texis . 
frAns hald Z SLt livd kolGnE in texis . mexikK 
kinCrowld TQ terGtLrE Gntil 1836 wen texis wQn iYs 



indGpendins , bEkQmEN an indGpendint rEpQblik . in 1845 
it jMnd TQ BnItid stZYs az TQ 28th stZt . TQ 
staEYs GnexaESin set of Z CZn ov GvenYs Tat kLzd 
TQ mexGkin–GmerGkin wL in 1846 . Z slZv stZt , 
texis dGklRd iYs sGkseSin from TQ BnItid stZYs in 
UlE 1861 , jMnEN TQ konfedGrit stZYs ov GmerGkQ 
jurEN TQ GmerGkin sivFl wL . AftQ TQ wL and iYs 
restGrZSin tu TQ Bnyin , texis entid Z loN perEid ov 
ekGnomik stagnaESin. wQn texis indGsjrE Tat HrQEvd 
AftQ TQ sivFl wL woz katOl . ju tu iYs loN histM az 
Z sentQ ov TQ indGsjrE , texis iz GsKSEZtid wiH TQ 
imij ov TQ kXbLE . TQ staEYs ekGnomik fLCunz 
CZnjd in TQ UlE 1900s , wen Mil diskQvGrEz iniSEZtid 
an ekGnomik bum in TQ stZt . wiH sjroN investminYs 
in BnGvUsGtEz, texis dGvalipt Z divUsGvId GkonGmE 
and hI tek indGsjrE in TQ mid twentEiH senCrE . tudZ 
it haz mL fLCun 500 kQmpnEz Tan enE QTQ Bes 
stZt. wiH Z grKwEN bZs ov indGsjrE , TQ stZt lEYs in 
menE indGsjrEz , inkludEN agrGkolCQ , peCrKkemGkFlz 
, enQjE , kompBtiz and alikCroniks , erKspZs , and 
bIKmedGkFl sIinsiz . it lEYs TQ nZSin in expLt 
revinB sins 2002 and haz TQ sekind hIist grKs stZt 
prodQkt . texis jEdEpE pU kapitQ (nomGnFlE) iz raNkt 
23Ud in TQ nZSin , wiC iz bGlK TQ naSnFl avrij . 


