
India officially the Republic of India  is a country in South Asia. It is 
the seventh-largest country by geographical area, the second-most 
populous country with over 1.18 billion people, and the most 
populous democracy in the world. Mainland India is bounded by the 
Indian Ocean on the south, the Arabian Sea on the west, and the 
Bay of Bengal on the east; and it is bordered by Pakistan to the 
west; China, Nepal, and Bhutan to the north; and Bangladesh and 
Burma to the east. India is in the vicinity of Sri Lanka, and the 
Maldives in the Indian Ocean, its Andaman and Nicobar Islands are 
also in the vicinity of the Indonesian island of Sumatra in the 
Andaman Sea, and in the Andaman Sea India also shares a 
maritime border with Thailand. India has a coastline of 
7,517 kilometres (4,700 mi).
Home to the ancient Indus Valley Civilisation and a region of historic 
trade routes and vast empires, the Indian subcontinent was 
identified with its commercial and cultural wealth for much of its long 
history. Four major religions, Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism and 
Sikhism originated here, while Zoroastrianism, Judaism, Christianity 
and Islam arrived in the first millennium CE and shaped the region's 
diverse culture. Gradually annexed by the British East India 
Company from the early eighteenth century and colonised by the 
United Kingdom from the mid-nineteenth century, India became an 
independent nation in 1947 after a struggle for independence that 
was marked by widespread non-violent resistance.
India is a federal constitutional republic with a parliamentary 
democracy consisting of 28 states and seven union territories. A 
pluralistic, multilingual and multiethnic society, India is also home to 
a diversity of wildlife in a variety of protected habitats. The Indian 
economy is the world's eleventh largest economy by nominal GDP 
and the fourth largest by purchasing power parity. Since the 
introduction of market-based economic reforms in 1991, India has 
become one of the fastest growing major economies in the world; 
however, it still suffers from poverty, illiteracy, corruption, disease, 
and malnutrition. India is classified as a newly industrialized country 
and is one of the four BRIC nations. It is a nuclear weapons state 
and has the third-largest standing armed force in the world. while its 
military expenditure ranks tenth in the world. It is a founding 
member of the United Nations, the East Asia Summit, the South 
Asian Association for Regional Cooperation and the Non-Aligned 
Movement and a member of the Commonwealth of Nations and the 
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G-20 major economies.

indD QfiSQlE TQ rEpQblik ov indD iz Z kQnCrE in sXH ZJQ . 
it iz TQ sevinH lAjist kQnCrE bI jEGgrafGkFl erD , TQ sekind 
mKst popBlis kQnCrE wiH KvQ 1 . 18 bilyin pEpFl , and TQ 
mKst popBlis dimokrGsE in TQ wUld . mZnland indD iz 
bXndid bI TQ indEin KSin on TQ sXH , TQ GrZbEin sE on TQ 
west , and TQ bZ ov bengAl on TQ Est; and it iz bLdQd bI 
pQkEsdAn tu TQ west; CInQ , nepAl , and butAn tu TQ nLH; 
and bQNglQdeS and bUmQ tu TQ Est . indD iz in TQ visinQtE 
ov srE laNkQ , and TQ maldQEv in TQ indEin KSin , iYs 
QndQmQn and nikKbA IlinYs A LlsK in TQ visinQtE ov TQ 
IndKnEJin Ilind ov sumACrQ in TQ QndQmQn sE , and in TQ 
QndQmQn sE indD LlsK SRz Z maritQEm bLdQ wiH tQEland . 
indD haz Z kKstlIn ov 7 , 517 kilQmEtiz . 

hKm tu TQ ZnCint indis valE sivilIzZSin and Z rEjin ov 
historik CrZd ruYs and vAst empIiz , TQ indEin sQbkontGnint 
woz QEdentifQEd wiH iYs kGmUSFl and kolCrFl walH fL 
mQC ov iYs loN hisjrE. fL mZjQ rGlijinz , hinduizim , bOdizim , 
jQEnizim and sEkizim KrijinaEtid hW , wIil zorKasjrEQnizm , 
judaEizim , krisCEanGtE and islAm GrIvd in TQ fUst milenEim 
sE E and SZpt TQ rEjinz dGvUs kolCQ . grajQlE Gnext bI TQ 
britiS Est indD kQmpnE from TQ UlE ZtEnH senCrE and 
kolGnQEzd bI TQ BnItid kiNdim from TQ mid nIntEnH senCrE , 
indD bGkZm an indGpendint nZSin in 1947 AftQ Z sjrQgOl 
fL indGpendins Tat woz mAkt bI wQEdsprEd non vIlint 
rGzisdins . 

indD iz Z fedrFl konstGCuSGnFl rEpQblik wiH Z 
pAlGmenCrE dimokrGsE konsistEN ov 28 stZYs and sevin 
Bnyin terGtLrEz . Z plurOlistik , moltEliNgOl and 
moltEeHnik sGsIGtE , indD iz LlsK hKm tu Z divUsGtE ov 
wIildlQEf in Z vQrIitE ov prGtektid habitaYs . TQ indEin 
GkonGmE iz TQ wUlYs ElevinH lAjist GkonGmE bI nomGnFl 
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jEdEpE and TQ fLH lAjist bI pUCGsEN pXwQ paritE . sins TQ 
inCrGdQkSin ov mAkit bZst ekGnomik rGfLmz in 1991 , 
indD haz bEkQm wQn ov TQ fAstist grKwEN mZjQ GkonGmEz 
in TQ wUld; hXevQ , it stil sQfiz from povGtE , iliCrGsE , 
kGrQpSin , dizEz , and malnuCriSin . indD iz klasGfId az Z 
nBlE indQsjrEGlIzd kQnCrE and iz wQn ov TQ fL bE A I sE 
nZSinz . it iz Z nBklD wepinz stZt and haz TQ HUd lAjist 
standEN Amd fLs in TQ wUld . wIil iYs miliCrE expendiCQ 
raNx tenH in TQ wUld . it iz Z fXndEN membQ ov TQ BnItid 
nZSinz , TQ Est ZJQ sQmit , TQ sXH ZJin GsKSEZSin fL 
rEjGnFl kKopGrZSin and TQ non GlInd muvmint and Z 
membQ ov TQ kominwXH ov nZSinz and TQ jE 20 mZjQ 
EkonGmEz . 


