
Germany officially the Federal Republic of Germany is a 
country in Central Europe. It is bordered to the north by the 
North Sea, Denmark, and the Baltic Sea; to the east by Poland 
and the Czech Republic; to the south by Austria and 
Switzerland; and to the west by France, Luxembourg, 
Belgium, and the Netherlands. The territory of Germany 
covers 357,021 square kilometers (137,847 sq mi) and is 
influenced by a temperate seasonal climate. With 81.8 million 
inhabitants in 2010, it has the largest population among 
member states of the European Union, and it is home to the 
third-largest number of international migrants worldwide.

A region named Germania, inhabited by several Germanic 
peoples, has been known and documented before AD 100. 
Beginning in the 10th century, German territories formed a 
central part of the Holy Roman Empire, which lasted until 
1806. During the 16th century, northern Germany became the 
centre of the Protestant Reformation. As a modern nation-state, 
the country was first unified amidst the Franco-Prussian War 
in 1871. After World War II, Germany was divided in 1949 
into two separate states—East Germany and West Germany—
along the lines of Allied occupation. Germany was reunified in 
1990 upon the entry of the German Democratic Republic into 
the Federal Republic. West Germany was a founding member 
of the European Community (EC) in 1957, which became the 
European Union in 1993. It is part of the Schengen Area and 
adopted the European currency, the euro, in 1999.
Germany is a federal parliamentary republic of sixteen states 
(Bundesländer). The capital and largest city is Berlin. 
Germany is a member of the United Nations, NATO, G8, G20, 
and the OECD. It is a major power with the world's fourth 
largest economy by nominal GDP and the fifth largest in 
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purchasing power parity. It is the second largest exporter and 
third largest importer of goods. In absolute terms, Germany 
allocates the second biggest annual budget of development aid 
in the world, while its military expenditure ranked seventh. 
The country has developed a high standard of living and 
established a comprehensive system of social security. It holds 
a key position in European affairs and maintains a multitude of 
close partnerships on a global level. Germany is recognised as 
a scientific and technological leader in several fields.
jUminE QfiSQlE TQ fedrFl rEpQblik ov jUminE iz Z 
kQnCrE in senCrFl Brip . it iz bLdid tu TQ nLH bI 
TQ nLH sE , denmAk , and TQ bQltik sE; tu TQ Est bI 
powlind and TQ Cek rEpQblik; tu TQ sXH bI osjrD 
and switzUlind; and tu TQ west bI frAns , 
lQxGmbUg , bXjim , and TQ neTQlinYs . TQ 
terGtLrE ov jUminE kQviz 357 , 021 skweQ kilomitiz 
(137 , 847 skweQ mIilz) and iz influinst bI Z 
tempGrit sEnGnFl klImit . wiH 81 . 8 milyin 
inhabGtimYs in 2010 , it haz TQ lAjist popBlZSin 
GmQN membQ stZYs ov TQ BrGpEin Bnyin , and it 
iz hKm tu TQ HUd lAjist nQmbQ ov intGnaSnFl 
mIgrinYs wUldwId . 

Z rEjin nZmd jUmZnEQ , inhabGtid bI sevrFl 
jUmanik pEpFlz , haz bEn nKwin and dokBmintid 
bGfL ZdE 100 . bGginEN in TQ 10th senCrE , jUmin 
terGtLrEz fLmd Z senCrFl pAt ov TQ howlE 
rKmin empIQ , wiC lAstid Gntil 1806 . jUrEN TQ 
16th senCrE , nLTin jUminE bGkZm TQ sentQ ov 
TQ prodisdint refLmZSin. az Z modin nZSin 
stZt , TQ kQnCrE woz fUst BnifId GmiYst TQ 
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fraNkK prQSin wL in 1871 . AftQ wUld wL II , 
jUminE woz divIdid in 1949 intu tu sepQrit stZYs 
Est jUminE and west jUminE GloN TQ lInz ov alId 
okBpZSin . jUminE woz rEBnGfId in 1990 Gpon TQ 
enCrE ov TQ jUmin demGkratik rEpQblik intu TQ 
fedrFl rEpQblik . west jUminE woz Z fXndEN 
membQ ov TQ BrGpEin kGmBnGtE (EC) in 1957 , 
wiC bGkZm TQ BrGpEin Bnyin in 1993 . it iz pAt 
ov TQ Senjin erD and Gdoptid TQ BrGpEin kQrinYsE 
, TQ yurK , in 1999 . 

jUminE iz Z fedrFl pAlGmenCrE rEpQblik ov sixtEn 
stZYs (bQndUslQndQ) . TQ kapQtOl and lAjist sitE 
iz bUlin . jUminE iz Z membQ ov TQ BnItid nZSinz 
, nZtK , jE8 , jE20 , and TQ KEsEdE . it iz Z mZjQ 
pXwQ wiH TQ wUlYs fLH lAjist GkonGmE bI 
nomGnFl jEdEpE and TQ fifH lAjist in pUCGsEN 
pXwQ paritE . it iz TQ sekind lAjist expLtQ and 
HUd lAjist impLtQ ov gOYs . in absGlut tUmz , 
jUminE alGkZYs TQ sekind bigist anyFl bQjit ov 
divalipmint Zd in TQ wUld , wIil iYs miliCrE 
expendiCQ raNkt sevinH . TQ kQnCrE haz dGvalipt 
Z hI standid ov livEN and istabliSt Z 
komprGhensiv sistim ov sKSOl sikyurQtE . it holYs 
Z kE pGziSin in BrGpEin QfRz and mZntZnz Z 
moltGCud ov klKs pAtnGSips on Z glKbFl levFl . 
jUminE iz rekGknIzd az Z sIintifik and 
teknGnojGkFl lEdQ in sevrFl fRlYs . 


